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Mikel Wilkins, PE - Senior Engineer, Margarita Saldaña - Planner
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Nature-based 
Solutions 
• NbS, an "umbrella concept"

▪ Green Infrastructure, Low Impact 

Development, Natural, and Nature-based 

features, Stormwater BMPs

▪ Imitate or preserve natural features and/or 

processes to increase environmental 

sustainability & resilience

▪ Hybrid engineered systems or preserved 

natural systems

▪ Provides co-benefits
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Nature-based        

Solutions 
• Co-benefits

• Water Quality improvements

▪ Bacteria, TSS, Oil/Grease, Metals, 

Nutrients, and Heat

▪ Infiltration & Peak Runoff reduction

▪ Habitat & Biodiversity

▪ Reduced Heat Island Effect

▪ Beautification, Recreation
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Nature-based    
Solutions 

• Technical Leadership: Continuously 

improve  planning, design, construction, and 

O&M guidance

▪ NBS Master Planning

▪ NBS for Flood Mitigation Projects

▪ Support for Community Planning Efforts

▪ Innovation and National Collaboration
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How do we plan for and prioritize 
nature-based solutions?
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NbS Priority 
Areas
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Phase 1



10

Phase 2



11

Phase 3
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NBS for Active 
Transportation Planning – 
Streets to Creeks
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Streets to Creeks
• Strategic Planning: Evaluate existing and planned 

street, trail and transit improvements for NBS 

opportunities

▪ Support community area planning

▪ Greenway planning (Bexar County Creeks and 

Trails Program, Westside Creeks Restoration)

▪ Thoroughfare planning (SARA Jurisdiction and 

Regional Connections)

▪ Flood mitigation planning

▪ Emphasis on multi-benefit outcomes and water 

quality uplift
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Mikel Wilkins
mwilkins@sariverauthority.org

Margarita Saldaña
msaldana@sariverauthority.org

              
www.sariverauthority.org
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