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Problem
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Roadways are directly 
connected to our community’s 

river and creek network.

Stormwater runoff is our #1 threat to stream 
health.



▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

4



5

Green Infrastructure is a set of tools to 

▪ mitigate stormwater runoff pollution

▪ mitigate street-level flooding

▪ provide multiple benefits including improving 
community health.

Opportunity

How does GI remove pollutants?
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Green Infrastructure
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Imitates natural water flows  

Uses soils, vegetation

Slows, spreads and soaks in rainwater 
where it falls

Treats rainwater as a resource  

Complements traditional “gray” 
infrastructure (curbs, gutters, drains, pipes)

Bioswale



GI Recommendations

9

▪ Green streets

▪ Stormwater parks

▪ Open space preservation

▪ GI in 
▪ Home retrofits

▪ New development

▪ Floodplain preservation / 
stream buffers

▪ Cluster development with 
GI

▪ Policy and program 
changes
▪ Reducing minimum parking 

requirements

▪ Increase street sweep and 
pet waste programs

Multi-Benefits
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▪ Improvement of stream and stormwater quality

▪ Flood reduction

▪ Trash reduction

▪ Habitat improvement

▪ Air pollution reduction

▪ Urban heat reduction

▪ Recreation opportunities
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Stormwater Bumpouts

12



13

14

Green Infrastructure for Stormwater Runoff Mitigation
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Karen Bishop
San Antonio River Authority

(210) 302-3642

Questions?


